Myrtle Beach STEM Academy
Policy Prohibiting Use of Personal Electronic Devices 
and Cell Phones during the School Day

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to create a personal electronic device and phone-free school environment that fosters a positive learning experience free from electronic distractions. By prohibiting the use of personal electronic devices during the school day, this policy aims to provide an environment that enhances focus and engagement, allowing students to develop the college and career-ready skills outlined in the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. Students will have more opportunities to engage in meaningful interactions, collaborate with peers, and cultivate the essential skills necessary for success in college, careers, and life. This policy is based on the Model Policy Prohibiting the Use of Personal Electronic Devices during the School Day adopted by the State Board of Education in accordance with the General Appropriations Bill, H. 5100 of 2024, Proviso 1.103.
 
Proviso 1.103. (SDE: Anti-Bullying/School Safety) To receive state funds allocated for State Aid to Classrooms, a school district shall implement a policy adopted by the State Board of Education that prohibits access to personal electronic communication devices by students during the school day. For purposes of this provision, a personal electronic communication device is considered to be a device not authorized for classroom use by a student, utilized to access the Internet, wi-fi, or cellular telephone signals. 


I. Definitions: 

A. “Personal electronic device,” hereinafter referred to as “device,” means any device that can be utilized to access the internet, wi-fi, cellular telephone signals, or to capture images or video. This includes, but is not limited to, cell phones, smart watches, smart glasses, tablets, laptops, and gaming devices. 

B. “Personal Electronic Device accessories,” hereinafter referred to as “device accessories,” include any wired or wireless accessory or wearable technology that connects to a personal electronic device and any other accessory commonly used in conjunction with a personal electronic device including but not limited to Wireless Earbuds or Headphones. 

C. “School day” is defined as the period of time from the set start time of school to afternoon dismissal at the end of the instructional day or upon allowed early dismissal for a student. This policy may also apply to school buses, field trips, and athletic events. The applicability of this policy to these activities will be determined by the school. 

D. “Access” is defined as viewing, holding, wearing a personal electronic device or otherwise using a personal electronic device for the purpose of communication, internet access, gaming, recording, or any other function commonly associated with devices. During the school day, devices should be powered off and stored as directed by Myrtle Beach STEM Academy (“MB STEM”). Approved exceptions granted for medical necessity, authorized for classroom use, or other authorized reasons should be in writing and are not considered violations of this definition. 

E. “Authorized for Classroom Use” is defined as the use of a personal electronic device that is explicitly approved by the MB STEM Principal or his/her designee in writing. The approval must include alignment with a standards-aligned educational objective that cannot be reasonably achieved using school-owned devices. Students must be provided with, and must adhere to, clear instructions on the appropriate use of devices and ensure that their use aligns with the approved educational objectives. The MB STEM Principal or his/her designee may revoke approval at any time if it is determined that their use does not meet the intended educational objectives or is causing disruptions. 

II. Policy Implementation and Enforcement 

A. During the school day, students are prohibited from accessing, including wearing, their personal electronic devices and/or accessories unless authorized for classroom use. Students may not wear or access the device or device accessories during the school day. Students are required to follow school procedure for powering off and storing the devices(s) and device accessories during the school day. MB STEM may forbid student possession of devices and device accessories on school property. 

B. Smart glasses are considered personal electronic devices even if they contain prescription lenses under state law. Students who need vision correction cannot wear smart glasses during the school day and need to wear regular non-electronic (non-smart) prescription glasses. Smart glasses will be removed, powered off, and stored per state law and not available for students to access. Additionally, the wearing or attempted wearing of electronic or smart glasses during testing is not permitted and is a strict violation of SC testing protocol. Accordingly, the smart glasses will be removed and stored and unavailable to the student. Further, such attempt to wear smart glasses may result in academic and disciplinary consequences including but not limited to inability to complete the test or assessment, a zero score, and/or test or assessment invalidation.


C. If explicitly required by a student’s IEP, Medical Plan, or 504 plan, the student shall be allowed to access their personal electronic device for medically or educationally necessary purposes described and required for administration of the IEP, Medical Plan or 504 plan. Students needing to use their phone for medical accommodations (ex. checking blood sugar, etc.) will be required to contact the school nurse for further information. Proper paperwork will be required for implementation of a Medical Plan. A student who is a member of a volunteer firefighting organization or emergency organization may be authorized to carry a device with written permission from the MB STEM Principal or his/her designee. 

D. Violations of this policy may result in the confiscation of the device and/or accessory and all its components as well as other discipline measures as appropriate. Students are not allowed to erase the history or remove the battery, SIM card or any other part of the device or accessory before giving it to the school official.  A parent or legal guardian will receive the device, or accessory at the end of the school day.

E. If a student refuses to hand over their device or accessory, including but not limited to cell phone, to the school official then appropriate discipline will be enforced.

F. Random classroom searches will occur. Additionally, teachers or administrators can request a classroom search if devices are visibly out. This is for the safety and security of the school and its students. During a search, if a device or accessory is found not to be properly stored and powered off without an approved exception, then the device will be confiscated and appropriate discipline will be followed. 

G. Any device making noise when stored will be removed as a confiscated item. 

H. In the event that a parent needs to contact their child, the parent can call the school, MB STEM Phone Number: __________. 

I. All electronic devices and accessories are the sole responsibility of the student. MB STEM will not be responsible for investigating lost or stolen items.

J. Students are not allowed to bring or use Bluetooth speakers or other Bluetooth devices on campus.

K. MB STEM administration reserves the right to handle any of the above actions or any other action determined to be a misuse of technology in the manner they feel is the most appropriate for all concerned
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