Myrtle Beach STEM Academy
Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Policy

Purpose: To establish the basic structure for the reconsideration of instructional materials by the staff of Myrtle Beach STEM Academy (“MB STEM”) in accordance with SBE Regulation 43-170.

I. Definitions

For purposes of this policy, the terms below shall be the following.

1. Instructional Material(s): materials used in a MB STEM classroom, made available in the MB STEM school library/media center, or included on a school/class reading list, whether adopted and/or purchased from the state-adopted instructional materials list, adopted and/or purchased through a District instructional materials program, or otherwise purchased, donated to the school, or made available to students through other means, including, but not limited to, digital platforms. Instructional Material(s) also used in this policy includes any collection of books or materials purchased, acquired, or kept on public school grounds by any teacher or other public-school employee and made available to students regardless of how or by whom such materials are acquired or purchased.

2. Instructional Program: courses, activities, and programs that are offered, supported, or sponsored by MB STEM, including, but not limited to, the sequence of courses or activities leading to a degree, diploma, or completion of a grade level at MB STEM or the applicable State Standards promulgated by the State Board of Education (“State Board”). 

3. Age and Developmentally Appropriate: topics, messages, materials, and teaching methods suitable to particular ages or age groups of children and adolescents, based on developing cognitive, emotional, and behavioral capacity typical for the age or age group. Instructional Material is not “Age and Developmentally Appropriate” for any age or age group of children if it includes descriptions or visual depictions of “sexual conduct” as that term is defined by South Carolina Section 16-15-305(C)(1).

II. Accessibility and Transparency of Instructional Materials 

1. MB STEM shall maintain at all times on its website a complete, current list or catalog of all books and other materials that are available to students through its library or media centers. This list shall be regularly updated and prominently displayed on the website to ensure that this information is current, and readily accessible to MB STEM students, their families, and other interested parties. 

2. Separate from the list/catalog described above on website, a complete list of the Instructional Materials that are used in or available to a student in any given class, course, or program that is offered, supported, or sponsored by MB STEM, or that are otherwise made available by any school employee to a student on school premises, shall be provided upon reasonable request by any parent/guardian of a current MB STEM student. 

III. Selection and Review of New or Existing Instructional Materials 

Instructional Materials will be available to students only if the Instructional Material meets the following two prong test:
1. Age and Developmentally Appropriate, as that term is defined herein, for students in each school based on grade and age level; and 

2. Aligned with and supportive of the Instructional Program of MB STEM, including being consistent with the current Profile of a South Carolina Graduate. 

When making decisions to select or retain specific Instructional Materials from among those that satisfy the criteria above, schools shall consider the following additional criteria to determine the educational suitability of the material: 

a) The material’s academic or educational rigor; 

b) The material’s educational significance; 

c) The material’s validity, accuracy, objectivity, currency, and appropriateness; 

d) The finite availability of library shelf space and whether the space occupied by any particular volume could be better filled by a different volume with greater academic rigor, objectivity, or accuracy, literary or educational merit, or quality; 

e) The finite availability of instructional time and whether the time occupied teaching or learning any particular material could be better spent on material with greater academic rigor, objectivity, or accuracy, literary or educational merit, or quality. 

In no event will Instructional Materials be removed or not selected based upon the disagreement or opposition of the viewpoints of that material. 

Teachers, media specialists, guidance counselors and administrators have the responsibility to select materials for the education of all students in the school Ultimately, the Myrtle Beach STEM Academy Board of Directors (“MB STEM Board”) has final approval of all instructional materials. 

The right of students to learn and the freedom of teachers to teach shall be respected. Every effort shall be made to provide materials that present all points of view concerning international, national, and local issues. Materials shall not be excluded from use because of the race, nationality or political or religious views of the author or publisher. Materials of sound factual authority or generally accepted theories shall not be proscribed or removed from classrooms and media centers. 

Despite the care taken to select appropriate materials and the qualifications of the professionals selecting the materials, the MB STEM Board recognizes the right of an individual parent/legal guardian of an MB STEM student to ask that particular instructional materials not be made available to his/her child.  

IV. Requests for Reconsideration of Materials: Good Faith School Level Resolution

While the board shall not permit anyone to exercise censorship over instructional materials and library collections, provisions shall be made for parents/legal guardians to request the reconsideration of MB STEM Instructional Materials. 

Additionally, an MB STEM teacher, media specialist, guidance counselor or administrator may also request the reconsideration of material at MB STEM believed to be age-inappropriate and for which there are no supporting reviews in recognized sources. 

To commence a good faith request for reconsideration of a material, the parent, guardian, or professional staff member should follow the procedure promulgated by the MB STEM Principal or designee. No Complainant shall file more than five reconsideration requests in any given calendar month.

V. Complaint to MB STEM Board

A parent or guardian who has completed the good faith resolution procedures but disagrees with the administration’s final decision can submit the South Carolina Instructional Materials Uniform Parent Complaint Form (“Uniform Complaint Form”) to the MB STEM Board. The Uniform Complaint Form shall be posted and readily accessible on the MB STEM website. No Complainant shall file more than five petitions for reconsideration in any given calendar month.

A. Submission of the Complaint Form

Pursuant to SBE Regulation 43-170(IV). The SCDE designated Uniform Complaint Form is the only form that will initiate this procedure. On the form, the Complainant shall:

1. identify, with specificity, those Existing Instructional Materials that the Complainant a) requests be removed entirely from all South Carolina public schools, or b) the use of which Complainant requests should be discontinued for any grade level or age group, or c) which should be subject to a requirement of parental consent for some or all grade levels or age groups;

2. affirm that Complainant has read or watched or otherwise reviewed the challenged material;

3. specify the reason(s) for Complainant’s request and why Complainant believes the identified materials should be removed from the school entirely or should be discontinued for any grade level or age group or which should be subject to a requirement of parental consent for some or all grade levels or age groups. 

Any complaint filed pursuant to this section must be based solely on the criteria listed above and must contain all required information. A complaint deficient in any of the required information will be returned for completion.

Complainant shall further verify that the Complainant has made a good faith effort to address their concerns regarding non-compliance with this Policy with school level staff through good faith pursuit and completion of the resolution procedure.

B. MB STEM Board Meeting on Complaint

Within 90 days of receipt of a completed compliant Complaint, the MB STEM Board shall convene a public meeting to consider the Complaint. In its discretion, in advance of the meeting, the MB STEM Board may appoint a three-member committee consisting only of MB STEM Board members to conduct an initial review of the Complaint and the challenged material and to provide a report and recommendation to the full board to be considered and either adopted or rejected by the MB STEM Board at the public meeting.

At the meeting, the MB STEM Board shall:

1. conduct the meeting in accordance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act;

2. vote to grant or deny, in whole or in part, the relief requested by the Complainant;

3. allow Complainant and other interested parties to appear and present information in support of or in opposition to the relief requested in the complaint;

4. facilitate an efficient meeting through reasonable and even-handed limitations aligned with standing board policies on the number of other interested parties presenting information and the length of said presentations; and

5. announce its decision.

The MB STEM Board shall provide an explanation for its conclusion and decision—either orally at the public meeting (if such meetings are recorded or transcribed) or in writing made publicly available within 15 days thereafter—specifically including an explanation of how the MB STEM Board applied and complied with the decisional criteria and requirements of this regulation.

C. The MB STEM Board May Request State Board Decision

The MB STEM Board in its sole discretion may within 30 days after the board’s receipt of the completed compliant Complaint submit by written request to the State Board’s chairperson that the State Board accept jurisdiction over the Complaint and consider and decide it in the first instance.

If the State Board declines such a request, Section V(B) above will be followed.

VI. Appeal to State Board of Education

A Complainant who disagrees with the Board’s final decision after the required public meeting on the request may file a written appeal to the State Board of Education (State Board) within 30 days after the MB STEM Board announces its decision in the public meeting.
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